
AN ORGANICS RECYCLING COMPANY 

US Federal Policy  
Affecting the Biogas Industry 
 
 
Date:  October 4, 2012 



ORGANICS RECYCLING & RESOURCE RECOVERY 

The Four Phases of Policy 

Legisla(ve	   Ini(al	  Regula(on	   Regulatory	  Changes	   Li(ga(on	  

• Iden%fy	  policy	  issue	  
• Dra3	  language	  
• Iden%fy	  commi6ees	  
• Iden%fy	  sponsors	  
• Drive	  cons%tuents	  
and	  supporters	  to	  
sponsors	  
• Drive	  sponsors	  to	  
commi6ees	  
• Marker	  bill	  
• Find	  legisla%ve	  
vehicle	  

• Law	  will	  usually	  call	  
for	  regs	  to	  be	  created	  
• Agency	  will	  announce	  
proposed	  regs	  
• Prepare	  comments	  
• Monitor	  rulemaking	  
• Push	  for	  regs	  which	  
are	  appropriate	  for	  
industry	  
• Receive	  and	  analyze	  
final	  regs	  

• Regs	  are	  reviewed	  
and	  updated	  
periodically	  
• Some	  regs	  require	  
annual	  changes	  (RFS)	  
• Fine	  tuning	  can	  be	  
done	  with	  Agency	  
• Major	  changes	  need	  
to	  be	  legisla%ve	  
• Work	  with	  Agency	  to	  
make	  sure	  changes	  
get	  desired	  result	  

• Lawsuits	  almost	  
always	  follow	  regs	  
• Some%mes	  regs	  are	  
suspended	  or	  delayed	  
• Some%mes	  regs	  are	  
changed	  to	  deflate	  
lawsuits,	  by	  Agency	  or	  
Congress	  
• Some%mes	  Federal	  
Courts	  change	  the	  
game	  (EPA	  GHG)	  
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What does the introduction of a bill really mean? 
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•  Biogas ITC 
 
•  NATGAS Act 
 
•  Protecting the RFS 

 
•  Farm Bill 
 
•  Long Term 

 
 

US Federal Legislative Issues 
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Executive Branch Departments and Agencies 

 

•  Department of Defense 

•  Department of Energy 

•  USDA 

•  EPA 
•  Renewable Fuels Standard 

•  Biogenic Carbon Dioxide 
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Contact Information 

www.AmericanBiogasCouncil.org 
 

Patrick Serfass, Executive Director 
American Biogas Council 
1211 Connecticut Ave NW 
Suite 600 
Washington, DC 20036 
202.640.6595 

Edward Niblock 
General Counsel 
1150 First Avenue, Suite 501 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 
Telephone.  845 259 8400 x4  
www.turningearthllc.com 


